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SUBJECT: MRS. THATCHER COMMITS CONSERVATIVE PARTY TO 
SUPPORT GOVERNMENT ON EEC REFERENDUM 

REF: LONDON 5332 

1. DURING PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE APRIL 8. MARGARET 
THATCHER STATED THAT CONSERVATIVE PARTY WILL SUPPORT CON- 
TINUED BRITISH MEMBERSHIP IN EUROPE, THUS UNEQUIVOCALLY 
REMOVING THREAT OF POSSIBILITY CONSERVATIVES MIGHT DENY 
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SON DOWN. LATTER HAD BEEN SUGGESTED IN LENGTHY DAILY 
TELEGRAPH ARTICLE A FEW WEEKS AGO AND OBVIOUSLY HAD BEEN 
CONSIDERED FROM TACTICAL BASIS BY PARTY (REF LONDON'S 284 
MARCH 25, 1975). 

2. MRS. THATCHER MADE DIRECT REFERENCE TO SPLIT IN LABOR 
PARTY, NOTING THAT WILSON AT THIS TIME WAS FORCED TO RELY 
MORE ON HIS POLITICAL OPPONENTS THAN ON HIS ALLEGED 
FRIENDS. CONSERVATIVES HAD, HOWEVER, CONSISTENTLY VOTED 
FOR MEMBERSHIP IN EUROPE BY LARGE MAIORITY AND WOULD NOT 
THINK OF PERFORMING "W-TURNS (DOUBLE U-TURNS) ON THIS IS- 
SUE." 

3. MRS. THATCHER SUCCINCTLY OUTLINED MAJOR REASONS 
BRITAIN SHOULD REMAIN IN COMMON MARKET. CONCLUDING THAT 
WITHDRAWAL WOULD MEAN BRITAIN WAS ABROGATING A TREATY, 
WHICH WOULD BE BAD FOR COUNTRY, ITS RELATIONS WITH REST 
OF THE WORLD AND BAD FOR FUTURE TRADING RELATIONSHIPS. 

4. COMMENT: MRS. THATCHER'S SPEECH WAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY 
RECEIVED BY CONSERVATIVE MEMBERS. MEDIA HAVE PRAISED HER 
DEBATING SKILLS AND THE FORCEFULNESS OF ARGUMENTATION, 
NOTING HER COMMENTS REMOVED ANY LINGERING DOUBTS THAT THE 
CHANGE IN TORY LEADERSHIP HAD BROUGHT ANY TEMPERING OF 
THE PARTY'S POLICY ON EUROPE. THE TIMES. WHICH HAS BEEN 
SKEPTICAL OF MRS. THATCHER, REPORTED APRIL 9 HER SPEECH 

WAS SKILLFUL BLEND OF MAXIMUM SUPPORT TO EUROPE AND MINI 
MUM ASSISTANCE TO WILSON. FIRMLY AND FINALLY ESTABLISHING 
HER AS UNDISPUTED LEADER OF PARTY. 

5. HEAVYWEIGHTS FOR TORIES ON REFERENDUM CONTINUE TO BE 
MRS. THATCHER AND HEATH, BOTH OF WHOM FAR OUTSHINE 
WHITELAW WHO IS OSTENSIBLY THE TORY REPRESENTATIVE ON THE 
PRO-EUROPE "UMBRELLA" ORGANIZATION. SHADOW FCO SPOKESMAN 
MAUDLING HAS NOT YET BEEN A SIGNIFICANT ACTOR. HEATH 
MADE HIS INITIAL FORAY SPEAKING TO A YOUNG CONSERVATIVE 
GROUP APRIL 5 IN HASTINGS, WHERE HE WAS MOST ENTHUSIAS- 
TICALLY RECEIVED. RICHARDSON 
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